Applying ethics to health care: the role of continuing education.
The study of ethics will not provide health care professionals with specific answers to specific ethical dilemmas they as individuals may face. it will not provide specific rules of conduct. The ability to examine ethical dilemmas sets forth practical wisdom that provides guidance when making decisions. The study of ethics helps to define problems and establishes basic principles to be used in solving these problems. It can help health care professionals identify appropriate goals and give them direction in achieving those goals. Health care supervisors have an obligation to provide the educational opportunity that will enable professionals to emerge with a perspective that allows them to take an ethical stand and to support that position with sound, rational thinking. In fulfilling this obligation, individuals working within health care facilities can significantly contribute to their profession and to society.